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<ABSTRACT>

National measures and their political functions
against the occurrence of Disasters and

Extraordinary Events((8 %) in the Silla Dynasty.

Shin Ji-won
Department of Korean History & Korean Culture
Graduate School

University of Ulsan

Not only do disasters and extraordinary events have impacts on the life and living
of people, but they are also connected ultimately to the future of the royal family
and national fate, which is why the rule was held accountable for disasters and
extraordinary events. Kings took measures against disasters and extraordinary
events. Some strange natural phenomena were followed by follow—up measures, and
others were not. The differences derived from the awareness of the special
meanings that abnormal phenomena held for the human society. This study thus
focused on the records of disasters and extraordinary events against which the
government took responsive measures.

In the study, national measures against disasters and extraordinary events were
divided into two types: practical measures were relief measures for people that
suffered direct damage due to disasters and extraordinary events and included the
relief of famine, tax reduction, consolation, and encouragement of agriculture
policies; and symbolic measures were indirect measures to show the government's
reflection and included pardon, inspection, suspension of construction, and memorial
ceremonies such as rituals for rain.

These measures were further divided by the period to check changes to the
patterns of measures against disasters and extraordinary events in each period.
During the Isageum period in the early days of Silla, most measures against

disasters and extraordinary events targeted drought and flood damage that caused
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damage to farming. During the Maripgan period when the royal power was further
reinforced than before, the kings began to take the lead in measures against
disasters and extraordinary events such as Gamseon and Cheongeo. These
measures against disasters and extraordinary events appeared after Soji Maripgan
implemented a policy to arrange Wanggyeong, which indicates that the changes to
the patterns of measures against disasters and extraordinary events were connected
to a series of effort to reinforce the royal power. This was demonstrated during
the reign of King Jinpyeong, as well. The Silla government took measures against
disasters and extraordinary events after the king set his era name. The periods of
measures against disasters and extraordinary events carried out by two kings in the
early days of Silla show connections between the efforts to reinforce royal power
and the implementation of measures against disasters and extraordinary events.

During the middle period of Silla when kings enjoyed powerful royal authority, not
only did the frequency of measures against disasters and extraordinary events
grow, but measures were also taken against extraordinary phenomena. They were
the outcomes of social perceptions being spread and reinforced for disasters and
extraordinary events. Despite these developments, however, measures were
selective against disasters and extraordinary events. The study examined the cases
of measures against disasters and extraordinary events by four kings and looked
into their political and social backgrounds, finding out that all of the measures
against disasters and extraordinary events were taken to reinforce or maintain royal
power. When disasters and extraordinary events took place, they were used as an
opportunity to show how generous the king was with his benefits for people or
highlight once again the ideas of loyalty and filial piety emphasized those days.
These findings demonstrate the political functions of measures against disasters and
extraordinary events and show that the idea of disasters and extraordinary events

derived from political ideas.

Keywords: Silla, Samguksagis, disasters and extraordinary events, idea of

disasters and extraordinary events, Confucian political idea, measures against

disasters and extraordinary events
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