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<Abstract>

The Distribution and Variants of the Particle 'yo' in Korean

Kim Yu-Rim

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the relationship between ‘yo' and ‘iyo  in
the standard Korean dictionary based on actual language data and to clarify the
distribution conditions of ‘iyo’.

The content discussed in this paper is summarized as follows. Chapter 1 revealed
the purpose and necessity of the study and explained the research method.

In Chapter 2, we researched the existing studies on the particle ‘yo' and ‘iyo’.
Although the particle 'yo' and 'iyo' are forms of honorifics used a lot in Korean
conversation, little research has been done from the perspective of Korean
education. Therefore, this paper discusses ‘yo and ‘iyo’ from the perspective of
Korean education, and tries to analyze them including a phonological point of view
that has not been dealt with in the previous discussion.

Chapter 3 arranges the concepts of 'yvo' and 'iyo', which defined lexically, and
sets the definitions and scope of 'yo' and 'iyo' to be discussed in this paper.

In Chapter 4, the distribution of the particle 'yo' was examined by analyzing the
usage examples of the spoken corpus. Since the ‘yo' is mainly used in spoken
language, we use the colloquial corpus example. For the spoken corpus, <Sejong
Corpus> and <immigrants’ spoken Korean language corpus> are used.

In Chapter 5, we studied the replacement pattern of the particle ‘yo'. The
dimorphic forms of the investigation ‘yo' were divided into conditional variants,
which appear under different conditions, and free variants, in which variants
appear freely under the same conditions. Conditional variants of ‘yo’ include [yo],
[nyo], and [ryo], and free variants include ‘iyo’.

In Chapter 6, the environmental conditions in which the particle 'iyo' can be
distributed were divided into phonological conditions, morphological conditions, and
syntactic conditions.

Finally, in Chapter 7, the discussion discussed above was synthesized and
organized, and based on this, teaching methods for the particle 'yo' and 'iyo' were
proposed.

[ think that the arrangement in this paper will help to reduce confusion in

Korean learners' use of 'yo' and 'iyo'.

Key words: Free Variation, 'yo', 'iyo'
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