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Table 1. Attitudes toward Withdrawal of Life-sustaining Treatment according to the

General Characteristics of Participants

(N=141)

] Characteristics Attitudes toward WLST
Variables Caterogies
n (%) or M+SD M=SD tor F D
Age (yr) 28.84+4.38
29 95(67.4) 3.66+£0.52 -0.301 764
30~ 46 (32.6) 3.69+0.57
Sex Male 21(14.9) 3.86+£0.55 1.752 .082
Female 120 (85.1) 3.64+0.52
Marital status Single & Divorce 111 (78.7) 3.71+£0.53 1428  .155
Married 30(21.3) 3.55+0.54
.. Protestant
Religion o 31(22.0) 3.65+0.50 1573 199
Christian
Catholic Christian 24 (17.0) 3.75+0.53
Buddhist 13(9.2) 3.93+0.40
No religion 73(51.8) 3.61+0.56
Level of education College & Bachelor 120(85.1) 3.65+0.51 -1324 188
Master 21 (14.9) 3.82+0.65
Clinical Career (yr) 5.41+4.39
<2 20(14.2) 3.55+0.42 1.579 197
275 57(40.4) 3.69+0.55
5710 51 (36.2) 3.76+0.51
>10 13(9.2) 3.46+0.63
ICU Career (yr) 4.68+3.83
<2 32(22.7) 3.51+0.41 2559  .058
275 58(41.1) 3.71+0.56
5710 39(27.7) 3.81+0.51
>10 12(85) 3.48+0.65
Type of ICU Medical 64 (45.4) 3.69+0.45 1.000 319
Surgical 77 (54.6) 3.61+0.53
Experience of family Yes 64 (45.4) 3.65+0.50 0577 565
disease No 77(54.6) 3.70+0.56
Experience of family Yes 116 (82.3) 3.67+0.55 0.333 740
death No 2517.7) 3.71+0.48
Experience of Yes 81 (57.4) 3.61+0.52 1679  .095
acquaintance death  No 60 (42.6) 3.76£0.54

WLST=Withdrawal of life-sustaining treatment; ICU=Intensive care unit.
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Table 2. Attitudes toward Withdrawal of Life-sustaining Treatment according to the

Life-sustaining Treatment of Participants (N=141)
. . Characteristics Attitudes toward WLST
Variables Caterogies -
n (%) M=SD tor F p
Ethical values Very firm 12(8.5) 3.95+0.55 3041 .051
Sometimes 67 (475) 3.58+0.47
confuse
Depends on the 62 (44.0) 3.72+0.57
situation
Biomedical ethics Yes 109 (77.3) 3.66+0.55 0455 650
education experience No 32(22.7) 3.71+0.45
Death education Yes 79 (56.0) 3.65+0.59 0618 538
experience No 62 (44.0) 3.70+0.46
Perception of LST Know very well 39(27.7) 3.74+0.55 0468 .627
decision-making act Know a little 98 (69.5) 3.65+0.53
Don’'t know well 4(2.8) 3.59+0.36
System of decision to LST Yes 69 (48.9) 3.62+0.53 1.240 217
education experience No 72(51.1) 3.73£0.54
System of decision to Yes 132(93.6) 3.67+0.53 0225 .822
LST educational needs No 9(6.4) 3.71+0.55
Intention of AD Yes 112(79.4) 3.74+0.54 -2835 .005
No 29 (20.6) 3.43+0.44
Experinence of caring Yes 141 (100)
POLST patient
Experience of patients’ Yes 132(93.6) 3.68+0.54 -0534 594
WLST No 9(6.4) 3.58+0.34
Experience of families’ Yes 28(19.9) 3.78+0.48 -1153 251
WLST No 113(80.1) 3.65+0.54

WLST=Withdrawal of life-sustaining treatment; AD=Advanced directives; LST=Life-sustaining

treatment; POLST=Physician orders for life-sustaining treatment.
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Table 3. Scores of Moral sensitivity, Biomedical Ethics Awareness and Attitudes

toward Withdrawal of Life-sustaining Treatment (N=141)
Variables Range M+SD
Moral sensitivity 175 4.39+0.40
Biomedical ethics awareness 174 2.81+0.22
Right to life of fetus 174 2.88+0.60
Artificial abortion 174 2.51+0.39
Artificial insemination 174 2.92+0.53
Prenatal diagnosis of fetus 174 291+0.35
Right to life of newborn 174 3.14+0.48
Euthanasia 174 2.70+0.39
Organ transplantation 174 3.22+0.40
Brain death 174 2.41+0.32
Human biotechnology 174 2.711£0.35
Attitudes toward withdrawal of life-sustaining 175 3.67£0.53
treatment
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Table 4. Correlation of Moral sensitivity, Biomedical Ethics Awareness and Attitudes toward Withdrawal of Life-sustaining Treatment

(N=141)
1) (2) 3 (a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g) (h) (1)
Variables
r (p) r (p) r (p) r (p) r (p) r (p) r (p) r (p) r (p) r (p) r (p) r (p)
(1) AWLST . ~067  -208 -178  -176  -075  -045 186 440  -.021 ~194  -098
(429) (<001 (035  (036)  (376)  (600)  (027)  (<.001) (807  (021)  (.249)
(2) Moral sensitivity . 355 289 097 193 039 410 3% 054 - 045 174
(<001) (00D (252)  (022)  (648)  (<.001) (<001 (527 (592)  .(039)
o . 670 585 644 331 506 520 296 327 477
(3) Biomedical Ethics Awareness 1 (€001 (<001)  (<.001) (<001  (<.001) (<.001) (<001) (<001)  (<.001)
. . 593 303 180 147 229 029 144 163
(a) Right to life of fetus 1 (<001)  (<001) (032 (082  (006) (73D (089  (.054)
o . 143 212 116 207 -0.006 187 17
(b) Artificial abortion ! (090) (0120 (1700 (014 (946)  (026)  (.169)
(c) Artificial insemination 1 129 156 114 214 104 268
(12 (064 (180) (01D (22D (.001)
. . 097 -.005 068 041 000
(d) Prenatal diagnosis of fetus 1 (2500 (5200 (421) (627 (.996)
. . 514 131 147 044
(e) Right to life of newborn ! (<001 (1220 (082)  (.605)
. 074 129 227
(f) Euthanasia 1 (386) (1290 (007)
. - 073 176
(g) Organ transplantation 1 (391) (036)
. 042
(h) Brain death 1 (619)
(i) Human biotechnology 1

AWLST=Attitude toward life-sustaining treatment.
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Table 5. Factors Influencing Attitudes toward Withdrawal of Life-sustaining

Treatment (N=141)
Variables B SE [§] t p
(Constant) 5.513 0.468 11767 <001
Right to life of fetus -0.034 0.084 -0.038 -0.408 684
Artificial abortion -0.072 0.128 0.053 -0.559 S77
Right to life of newborn 0.075 0.097 0.068 0.767 445
Euthanasia -0.562 0.122 -0.417 -4.604  <.001
Brain death -0.176 0.132 -0.105 -1.333 185

Intention of Advanced Directives
(ref; No)

0.186 0.102 0.142 1.814 072

R*=.241, Adjusted R?*=.207, F=7.076, p<.001
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ABSTRACT

Influences of Moral Sensitivity and
Biomedical Ethics Awareness
on Attitudes toward Withdrawal of
Life-sustaining Treatment

in Intensive Care Unit Nurses

Lee, Yun Ah

Department of Clinical nursing
The Graduate School of Industry
Directed by Professor

Choi, Hye Ran, RN, MPH.

This study was a descriptive research study to identify the factors
influencing moral sensitivity and biomedical ethics awareness of nurses in
intensive care units on attitudes toward withdrawal of life-sustaining
treatment.

A total of 141 nurses, working at S University Hospital in Gyeonggi—do
was surveyed, and the data were collected between March 25 and April 7,
2023. The collected data were analyzed using independent t-test, one-way
ANOVA, correlation analysis, and multiple regression analysis using
SPSS/WIN 27.0 program (IBM Corporation, USA).

The average score of the subjects’ moral sensitivity was 4.39+0.40,
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biomedical ethics awareness was 2.81£0.22, and attitude toward withdrawal of
life-sustaining treatment was 3.67+0.53. The attitude toward withdrawal of
life-sustaining treatment had a significant correlation with biomedical ethics
awareness(r=-298 p<.001). Among the sub-areas of biomedical ethics
awareness, there were significant correlations with right to life of fetus
(r=-.178, p=.035), artificial abortion (r=-.176, p=.036), right to life of newborn
(r=-.186, p=.027), euthanasia (r=-.440, p<.001), and brain death (r=-.194,
p=.021). In multiple regression analysis, euthanasia was a factor that
influenced attitude toward withdrawal of life-sustaining treatment. The
explanatory power of this model was 20.7%, and it was found to be
statistically significant (F=7.076, p<.001).

These findings indicate that it is necessary for nurses in intensive care
units to develop an education program for the Ilife-sustaining treatment
decision system, including ethics education to foster positive attitudes toward

withdrawal of life-sustaining treatment.

Key words: Intensive care unit nurses, Moral sensitivity, Biomedical ethics,

Withdrawal of life-sustaining treatment

_53_



	Ⅰ. 서론 
	1. 연구의 필요성 
	2. 연구목적 
	3. 용어의 정의 

	Ⅱ. 문헌고찰 
	1. 도덕적 민감성 
	2. 생명의료윤리의식 
	3. 연명의료중단 태도 

	Ⅲ. 연구방법
	1. 연구 설계
	2. 연구 대상 
	3. 연구 도구
	4. 자료 수집방법
	5. 윤리적 고려
	6. 자료 분석

	Ⅳ. 연구결과
	Ⅴ. 논의
	Ⅵ. 결론 및 제언
	참고문헌
	부록


<startpage>8
Ⅰ. 서론  1
 1. 연구의 필요성  1
 2. 연구목적  3
 3. 용어의 정의  4
Ⅱ. 문헌고찰  5
 1. 도덕적 민감성  5
 2. 생명의료윤리의식  7
 3. 연명의료중단 태도  8
Ⅲ. 연구방법 11
 1. 연구 설계 11
 2. 연구 대상  11
 3. 연구 도구 12
 4. 자료 수집방법 14
 5. 윤리적 고려 14
 6. 자료 분석 15
Ⅳ. 연구결과 16
Ⅴ. 논의 26
Ⅵ. 결론 및 제언 30
참고문헌 31
부록 38
</body>

