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<ABSTRACT>

The Establishment and Management of Juvenile

Prisons during the Japanese Colonial Period

Kang Hye-Weon
Department of Korea History and KoreaCulture
Graduate School

Ulsan University

A juvenile prison was a special type of prison established during the Japanese
Colonial Period. This correctional facility accommodated only boys. During the
Japanese Colonial Period, boys were called the second group of people or young
citizens to save the nation from a crisis and were perceived anew by the people
and empire. However, despite this perception, juvenile delinquencies continued to
occur with this type of behavior becoming a concern in society. The Japanese
Government—General of Korea decided to build a juvenile prison as a way to solve
the problem.

A total of three juvenile prisons were set up during the Japanese Colonial Period.
Gaeseong Juvenile Prison was the first, followed by Gimcheon and Incheon Juvenile
Prison. The Japanese Government-General of Korea established these facilities in
the name of preventing juvenile delinquencies. Each prison had different
accommodation criteria according to age, prison term, and educational background
of each boy. While Gaeseong and Incheon Juvenile Prison accommodated Joseon
males who were under 18 and received a life sentence or a prison term of one
year or longer, Gimcheon Juvenile Prison accommodated male convicts who were
under 20 and received a prison term of one year or longer. Unlike the other two
juvenile prisons, Incheon Juvenile Prison accommodated first offenders who went to
primary school for three years or so while they were in prison.

Various juvenile delinquencies occurred including larceny, fraud, embezzlement,
and injury. Larceny due to poverty accounted for the biggest percentage of juvenile
delinquencies. Poverty was prevalent in Joseon during the colonial days, and Joseon
people were forced to commit larceny to maintain a living in this environment.
There were various causes behind juvenile delinquencies, and they were divided
into individual and social causes to explain them. Individual causes were unique to
offenders while social causes derived from the environment of offenders. The ruling
Japanese, however, emphasized individual causes most of the time and tried not to
be held accountable socially by taking issues with the personal quality of boys.

However, as juvenile crimes continued to happen due to social causes, there were
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diverse discussions about the causes of juvenile delinquencies.

The juvenile prisons ran a point system to grade convicts based on their conduct
and work results according to the "Treatment Regulations for Juvenile Convicts"
enacted in February, 1923. Boys in different grades received different treatments
including rations and work bonuses. Education was provided according to the
"Education Regulations for Juvenile Convicts." The Japanese Government—General of
Korea provided education that convicts could apply to social life after release to
purify their emotions and prevent repeated crimes. In 1937, the "Education
Regulations for Criminal Administration in Joseon" was enacted and reorganized the
educational content of prisons with a special emphasis on the use of Japanese to
bring them into subjects of the Japanese empire. Convicts worked in prison as well
as receiving education. Work duties were intended to help convicts adjust well to
soclety after release just like education. Most of the work in prison involved life
jobs mainly around government office business.

Once the war broke out, juvenile prisons were used to support war operations
instead of their original functions. The Japanese Government-General of Korea
enacted the "Joseon Boys Act" to utilize them as a wartime labor force and
prepared legal grounds to use juvenile offenders and repeated juvenile convicts as
human resources. Some of the boys put in protective facilities, reform schools, or
correctional facilities following protective disposition under the "Joseon Boys Act"
were mobilized in the war under the pretext of employment. Boys who received
criminal punishment were recruited into the national service corps and utilized as
human resources as their prison terms were adjusted via parole and indeterminate

sentence.

Keywords: juvenile prison, juvenile delinquency, treatment of juvenile

offenders, treatment regulation for juvenile convicts, education regulation for

juvenile convicts, Joseon Boys Act, national service corps
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