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Abstract

A Study on Measures to Strengthen the Status of Local Councils

Youn, Kyoung Il
The Department of Law
Graduate School University of Ulsan

Supervisor Prof. Oh, Moon Wan

Local councils have been elected since 1991, and local government heads
have been elected by popular vote since 1995. It is doubtful whether
self-government and local councils are holding their positions properly.

In Chapter 2 of this thesis, we looked into local autonomy, local councils,
and local councils in foreign countries. And in Chapter 3, measures to
strengthen the position of local councils in the Presidential Constitutional
Amendment Bill were found, and changes in local councils following the
entire revision of the Local Autonomy Act were analyzed. The direction of
amendment of the Constitution and Local Autonomy Acts to strengthen the
status of local councils was examined.

Chapter 4 looked for ways to strengthen the status of local councils at
the central government level and measures to strengthen the status of
local councils at the level of local governments, which are the core
contents of this paper. And the presentation of the constitutional
amendment to strengthen the status of local councils was discussed.

The biggest problem in the development of local autonomy is that the
Constitution of Korea does not have provisions for realizing specific rights
for local autonomy and local councils. In future constitutional amendments,
it is declared that Korea is a democratic republic with a decentralized
power separation system. , preparation of the constitutional basis for
referendum and recall system, and balance and coordination among local
governments should be considered.
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In particular, while deriving an improvement plan from this study
centering on the Presidential Constitutional Amendment Proposal, an
improvement plan was derived under the premise that a local council
should be formed by converting the current local government into a local
government that is smaller than the size of the current metropolitan
government through integration of the local government.

In addition, it was discussed that more autonomy should be granted to
local councils so that they can be autonomously organized and operated.
When the Local Autonomy Act was fully amended, Chapter 5 Local Council
was amended to 66 articles in Section 12, which solved the problem of
local council status, such as independence of personnel rights and support
for policy personnel, to some extent. However, even in the Local Autonomy
Act alone, considering the number of articles, 30 articles are delegated by
presidential decree, so I think it is right to delegate directly from the law
through ordinances. In particular, the regulation form of Article 125 (2) “to
be determined by the ordinance of the local government in accordance
with the standards prescribed by the Presidential Decree”, which is the
regulation on self-government organization control under the current Local
Autonomy Act, must be revised.

Constituency demarcation committees of cities and provinces should pay
attention when delimiting constituencies so that the number of city, county
and gu council members by population size can be equally determined even
for regional organizations, and the number of local council members
specified in the TPublic Official Election Act; needs to be discussed and
adjusted in the National Assembly. there is It is necessary to review the
overall contents of the TNational Assembly Act, and enact the "Local
Council Act; which stipulates matters necessary for securing the
independence and autonomy of local councils.

Now, by strengthening the constitutional and legal authority of local
councils, beyond the Korean society's disdain and criticism of local
councils, not only the amendment of the constitutional local autonomy
clause, but also the enactment and amendment to strengthen local councils
in local autonomy laws. By doing so, I believe that the status of the local
council as a representative body of the residents should be reestablished.
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