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ABSTRACT

The Significance of the Oath Stone Scriptured in
the Year of ‘Imsin Seogisuk (FHEZEA) in
Relation to History of Education

So, Mi-Jun

Major in Character Education and Studying-Subjects Education
Graduate School of Education, University of Ulsan

Major Advisor : Park, Jong-Duk

This study is aimed to analyze the contents carved on ‘Imsin
Seogiseok (FEZEA), and find the new meaning of the confucianism
learning conducted by two young men of Silla(E#) Kingdom.
‘Imsin Seogiseok’ is a small stone monument discovered on a
tall hill behind Seokjangsa Temple in Geumjang-ri, Hyungok-
myeon in May 1934 which has the behavioral pledge from the
two young men on it in ‘Hyangchal’, the Silla Dynasty's notation
system. The young men made a pledge to dedicate themselves to
their studies for three years and make efforts to achieve results.
Unlike the existing researches interpreting the historical facts
of the stone in light of the ‘Hwarang-do (7Z.83f) spirit, this study
is to discuss them from the perspective of confucianism reflected
on ‘Pungryu-do’ (AJ%HE).

Choe, Chiwon(#%GE) referred to the profound and mysterious



‘Tao’(3&) inherent in our people since ancient times as ‘Pungryudo’,
as seen in works like the ‘Nanrangbi’ (EEf#) and ‘Sasanbi (PALLER).
He asserted that in the Tang(fE) Dynasty, Confucianism, Buddhism,
and Taoism converged to form the essence of China's spirit.
He believed that Shilla, too, embodied this comprehensive spirit
found in China, particularly through ‘Pungryudo’. According to Choe
Chiwon, Pungryudo encompasses the three teachings of Confucianism,
Buddhism, and Taoism. He suggests that Pungryudo possesses
something beyond these three teachings.

In this study, Pungryudo is being examined in terms of its essence,
form, and utility, based on the pledge of the young men on the
stone. Even at the time when the Imsin Seogiseok was created,
the people of Silla were already leading their lives in accordance
with the spirit of Pungryudo, which integrated Confucianism,
Buddhism, and Taoism. It can be observed that Confucianism
was already influencing the education of the youth in Silla.

The significance of the Confucian educational pursuits of young
individuals in Silla can be analyzed through the concepts of ‘Sugi’
({8 -self-cultivation) and ‘Chiin’(4 A-governing others). This
study have tried to demonstrate that behind these concepts lies
the influence of ‘Pungryudo’. Geographically disadvantaged and
lagging in development among the Three Kingdoms, Silla nevertheless
managed to conquer Goguryeo(=aJg) and Baekje(E¥), becoming the
protagonist of the wunification of the Three Kingdoms. This
achievement can be attributed to the practical application of
Confucian principles rooted in our indigenous spirit, ‘Pungryudo’.

The Confucian concept of ‘In'({Z) refers to ‘overcoming one's

desires and restoring proper conduct’. ‘Wiin'(£{=) can be interpreted



as both the definition and the method of realizing ‘In’. A society
where ‘Chung(£-loyalty) and ‘Seo’(3-forgiveness), the two practical
principles of realizing 'In’, are implemented can be considered a
world where ‘In’ is actualized. According to Confucius, the practice
of ‘In’ originates from oneself but must extend and expand to
others. Practicing ‘In’ involves wholeheartedly dedicating oneself
to what one possesses within.

In addition, the act of practicing ‘Chung towards others is
embodied in ‘Seo’. A sage is someone who completes moral
character and actively realizes it in reality. The ultimate goal of
Confucian studies is to cultivate the virtue of a sage and to
embody that virtue in the real world. The core concepts of
‘Chung’ and ‘Seo’ in Confucian studies are well reflected in the
idea expressed in ‘The Great Learning (K£)—“BEEBERIEEFTRT .
which translates to ‘Discipline oneself, regulate the family,
govern the state, pacify the world’, especially in the concepts
of self-cultivation and governing others.

The eight sections of ‘The Great Learning can be into ‘Regulating
the family (#5%%), ‘Governing the state’(Y4E), ‘Pacifying the world’
(Z2KF) representing ‘Ruling the people’ (74 A), and into ‘righteous
heart’(IEAy), ‘sincerity’(3§&), ‘studying phenomena (#847)), ‘the pursuit
of wisdom'(2{%0) representing ‘Cultivating oneself (f&). Here, ‘Cultivating
oneself’ refers to cultivating one's own mind, while ‘Ruling the
people’ refers to governing others. However, it does not mean that
cultivating one's mind and governing others are separate
entities. A ruler must continuously cultivate their body and mind
even while governing others, recognizing that only by refining

themselves can he properly govern others. In this context, Ruling



the people’ can be seen as a societal expression of ‘Cultivating
oneself’.

Over 1400 years have passed since the youth of Silla conveyed
the content of their Confucian studies through the establishment
of the ‘Imsin Seogiseok’. Even from a modern perspective, it is worth
reflecting on why the youth of Silla pledged to sacrifice their lives
for the nation, vowing to study the textbooks of Confucianism.
The educational journey of the Silla youth towards Confucian
studies was not merely driven by a simple curiosity about the
emerging field of scholarship at the time but rather by their
earnest desire and dedication to the nation.

The historical and educational significance inscribed in the
‘Imsin Seogiseok’ should be inherited into the modern era. Based
on the research presented in this paper, studying Pungryudo’
implies an exploration of the process by which foreign concepts
such as Confucianism, Buddhism, and Taoism intersect with the
indigenous ideas of Silla society through a phenomenon known as
‘accultuation’(Z4). ‘Accultuation” refers to the assimilation of
culture that occurs through processes of adaptation, localization, and
independent growth. At the end of such a process, what was
applied to Silla society can be identified as Choe Chiwon's

‘Pungryudo’.

Keywords: Imsin Seogiseok(FHE:0A), Pungryu-do(EyiiE), Confucianism
(fE2%), Faithfulness(f£), Forgiveness(#l), Self-Cultivating(1&s
), People-Governing(7& A)
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