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Table 1. General Characteristics of the Participants

No. Gen Age Marital Religion = Education Job position Clinical
der status level career
pedligtric
wards
1 F 28 Single None Bachelor  Staff nurse 4y bm
2 F 25 Single Christianity Bachelor  Staff nurse 2y 9m
3 F 27 Single Christianity Bachelor  Staff nurse 4y
4 F 32 Single None Bachelor Charge nurse 9y 9m
5 F 277 Single Christianity Bachelor  Staff nurse 4y 10m
6 F 29  Married None Bachelor  Staff nurse 6y bm
7 F 25 Single None Bachelor  Staff nurse 2y 10m
8 F 27 Single  Christianity Bachelor — Staff nurse 2y 6m
9 F 25 Single None Bachelor  Staff nurse 3y
10 F 25 Single None Bachelor  Staff nurse 3y
11 F 27  Married None Bachelor Staff nurse 4y 7Tm
12 F 41  Married None Bachelor Staff nurse 14y 10m
13 F 26  Single None Bachelor  Staff nurse 3y 6m
14 F 43  Married None Bachelor  Staff nurse 21y
15 F 28  Single None Bachelor  Staff nurse 4y 10m
16 F 27 Married None Bachelor  Staff nurse 4y 10m
17 F 28 Single None Bachelor  Staff nurse 4y 7m
18 F 31 Married Christianity = Master Staff nurse 6y 2m
19 F 30 Single None Bachelor  Staff nurse 7y 1m
20 F 30 Single Catholic Bachelor  Staff nurse by 4m

F=female; y=years; m=months

_14_
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ABSTRACT

Nursing Expience of Pediatric Ward Nurses

During the COVID-19 Pandemic

Kim, Da Jung

Department of Clinical Nursing
The Graduate School of Industry
University of Ulsan

Directed by Professor
Jeong, Jae Sim, RN, Ph.D.

Objective: The purpose was to understand the nursing experience of nurses 1

n pediatric wards during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Methods: Phenomenological research method was used. Study participants wer
e 20 nurses with experience caring for children with confirmed COVID-19 in
a pediatric ward. Data collection was conducted through focus group intervie

ws and individual in—depth interviews from February to March 2023.

Results: Through the study, 42 subtopics were derived from 87 meaningful st
atements, which were organized into 15 themes and a total of 6 categories wi
th more comprehensive meaning. The 6 categories are ‘COVID-19 isolation ha
s become routine even in general pediatric wards’, ‘Difficulty due to COVID-1

9 isolation in pediatric wards’, ‘Becoming a nurse for guardians rather than p
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atients’, and ‘Confusion about role as a nurse in pediatric wards' , ‘Improving
situations’, ‘Nursing capacity has increased by overcoming the pandemic situa

tion’.

Conclusion: The results of this study are expected to be helpful in understand
ing in—depth the meaning and value of the nursing experience of pediatric wa
rd nurses during the COVID-19 pandemic. In a pandemic situation, the nursin
g experience of pediatric ward nurses is different from the nursing experience
of adult COVID-19 patients. Through this, we hope that it will be used as ev
idence for the need for practical support and support system for nurses in pe
diatric wards in situations where infectious diseases may be prevalent repeate

dly.

Key Words: COVID-19, nurses, pediatric ward nurses, nursing experience, qu

alitative research
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