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ABSTRACT

The Effect of Elementary After—-School History Programs

on Academic Interest and Achievement in Social Studies

Choti, Yuri
Major in History Education
Graduate School of Education

University of Ulsan

This paper has been prepared to identify the effects of participation in after—school
history programs on program students’ interest and academic achievement in social
studies history lessons and to provide implications for the qualitative improvement
and revitalization of these programs. The first survey was conducted among
students who have attended a history program for more than one year to analyze
their interest and achievement in history lessons. Subsequently, the second survey
targeted students who have participated in the program for over three years or
completed more than two programs conducted by the researcher, such as [Inmul
Hangugsay ( "Figure-Oriented Historyy ), "Changtong—Yeoksay ( "Creative Histor
vy ), and TCreative Geographys . Among the participants of the second survey,
those with objectively verifiable academic achievements and were deemed subjects of
sufficient observation and analysis were selected for an in—depth qualitative study
through interviews.

The first survey focused on satisfaction with the after-school history program,
interest in the history subject, and academic achievement, while the second surveyed
the effects and interest post-participation in these history programs. In-depth
interviews based on both surveys investigated the practical and specific impact of
after—school history programs on students’ interest and academic achievement in
social studies. The analysis of the surveys and in-depth interviews yielded the
following results:

Firstly, while after—-school history programs maintained and developed background
knowledge and interest in history, the level of active participation, such as

presentations in regular classes, was not as high as the researcher expected. We
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assess this to be the result of the difference of learning level between those
participating in after—school history programs and those who don't.

Secondly, it was confirmed that background knowledge and interest in after—school
history programs influence the level of academic achievement in history subjects.

Thirdly, participants perceived the after—-school history programs as a useful
learning method. They developed an interest in history through various hands-on
craft activities and came to respect Korean historic culture and diversity while
learning about historical lessons.

Through the research on actual experiences of educational participants, we were
able to confirm that after—-school history programs maintain and enhance interest in
history, positively affecting academic achievement in social studies. It was noted that
starting from lower grades, engaging in these programs through fun and easy
crafting lessons maintains students’ interest in history while cultivating historical

thinking, judgment, and problem-solving skills.

Keywords : After—-School Programs, History Programs, Interest, Social Studies

Education, Academic Achievement in History Subjects
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