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A Study of the Political Change during
King Kong-Min’s Reign

Lee, Kyum-Joo
Dept. of General Education

<Abstract>

In the mid-fourteenth century King Kong-Min launched his anti-Yiian reformation policy for the
purpose of recovering his autonomy and reinforcing his power. This policy came to face a new
phase on account of the assaults from internal and external forces.

The rebellious forces of the Yian Dynasty made two successive invasions so that the Koryo
Dynasty had no choice but to abandon her capital Kye-Kyung. Moreover, in the course of repe-
lling the antagonistic forces, Chung Se-un and the three commanders under his banner, who as
close attendants of the King rendered distinguished services for the country, was got rid of by
Kim Yong who didn’t even join the war. Chung Se-un and his associates werc important parti-
cipants in the early anti-Yiian movement. Thereafter Kim Yong gave rise to the socalled “Rebe-
llion of Heung-Wang-Sa Temple”(BLTE ¥ %) by taking advantage of his position, killed Hong
Un-Bak and his associates, and even attempted to assassinate the King. Later he turned out to
be involved in the pro-Yiian forces. At last the rebellion itself was brought to an end by the

execution of Kim Yong. As a result the central figures of the anti-Yilan movement were all
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eliminated. Such a situation caused the King to pick up Sin-Don with whom he had previous

contact.
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