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The Growth of the Studies in Modern Korean History

Keun Soo Lec
Dept, of Genera] Education

{Absiract)

The modern history of Korea dates from the timc when Korea moved on to modernization around
the end of the mineteenth century. But it alrcady began budding in the studies of history by the
seventeenth and eighteenth century scholars of Sil-Tlak(practical learming), whose works were far
more advanced from the aspects of historical sense and their methods of description than those donc
by their predecessors. Such study of modern Korean history began to develop as a result of endeav-
oring to cultivatr nationalism and patriotic spirit on the part of the scholars who studied history
from the viewpoint of patriotic enlightenment m the period bstween 1330 and 1910. However, il was
brought to a crisi> by the cnlomaliste view of history of the Japanese scholars in government pay
who sought the rational ground of their colonial rule in the Kerean history. In the cowse of crit-
icizing and trying to overcome the colonial view of history of the Japanese based on the heteronomy
and static state of Korean history, our study of modern history marked remarkable advance, result-
mg i1 the growth of three different schools: the school of nationalism which inherited the histor-
ical sense of Park Fun-Sik and Shin Chac-Ho, the socio-economic school of history, and the school
of positivism. Since the liberation of Korea these three schools completed the growth of the study

in modern Korean history, advancing side by side and complementing one another.
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