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A legal theory of atypical work

Oh, Moon-wan
Professor of Law

<Abstract>

With the adjustment of Korea's industrial structure and changes in the composition of the
labour force, the patterns of employment are becoming diversified and the number of atypical
workers are increasing. While most govermnments are able to cope with the burgeoning
unemployment rate that of late has become an urgent issue, part~time work is now the subject
of attention as an appropriate countermeasure against joblessness.

However as the pattemns of employment are becoming diversified, workers worry about
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that the life-time employment system and seniority-based wage scheme may be collapsed.
And the existence of atypical workers makes us to reconsider the labor law structure as now.

We examined the legal status of atypical workers who work in the form of such as
fixed-term contract, part-time work, temporary help service, subcontract work, and homework.
And we arrived at the conclusion that the atypical workers should be protected and that the
principle of equal treatment including fair wages and equal remuneration for work of equal
value without distinction of any kind should be established.
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