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<Abstract>

This paper is a theoretical examination of manufacturing changes in the Ulsan
region since the 1980’s, particularly in regard to the theories of spatial division of
labor and uneven regional development. Major results of the analysis show that the
Ulsan region is specialized in the execution of the heavy-chemical manufacturing
industry, which makes the theory of spatial division of labor more applicable. Other
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meaningful observations of this paper are as follows. While the increase rate of
employees who engage in the manufacturing industry of the Ulju county is higher
than that of the Ulsan city during the 1980's, we can find the manufacturing
productivity of the latter area revitalized since the 1990's. The ratio of the
added-value of the manufacturing industry in the Ulsan region is below the national
average, which would demand the creation of the higher added-value in the regional
industry for the strengthened competitive power. It would also demand the
diversification of the industrial structure in that region from the restricted items of
automobiles, ships and petrochemicals to the prospective sectors such as the
information—communication thechnologies and the eco-friendly industries,
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