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=Abstract=
A Preliminary Study of the Senior Medical Students’ Attitudes towards Psychiatry

Oh-Su Han, Chang—Yoon Kim, Chul Lee, In—Ho Park, Hee—Gwan Park
Department of Psychiatry, University of Ulsan College of Medicine, Asan Medical Center

The attitudes of medical students towards psychiatry are important as they influence recruit-
ment to psychiatry and clinical practice.
In order to evaluate the attitudes of medical students towards psychiatry, the authors
administered a questionnaire to 70 senior student volunteers of College of Medicine, Seoul
National University.
The results are summarized as follows;
psychiatrists are not regarded by most medical students as unclear thinkers.
Medical students don’t think that psychiatrists abuse patients’ legal rights, treat only rela-
tively healthy patients.
Most medical students affirm the importance of dealing with their patients’ emotional prob-
lems.
But, the roles of psychiatrists are confused with those of psychologists and social workers.
Psychiatry, as a vocation, is not regarded by most medical students as unscientific, impre-
cise, ineffective and low in status.
Most medical students don’t agree that stigmatization or pressure to choose another field
are common.
This study shows that most senior medical students are favorable about psychiatrists and
psychiatry.
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Table 1. Attitudes of Medical Students towards Psychiatry (N=70)

% of Students
Strongly Strongly

Questions Agree  Apgree Neutral Disagree Disagree Missing

Overall merits of the fileld of psychiatry
1. "Psychiatry has advanced considerably in
recent years in the biological treatment and
understanding of schizophrenia and depression.”  17.14  32.86  30.00 17.14 2.86
2. "Psychiatry is a rapidly expanding frontier of

medicine.” 429 2143 4143 - 30.00 2.86
3. "Psychoanalysis is a powerful method for
understanding human behavior." 1857 4714 2286 1143 0
4, 'Psychiatry is unscientific and imprecise." 1.43 571 3571 4286  12.86 1.43
Efficacy

5, "If someone in my family was very
emotionally upset and the situation didn't
seem to be improving, I would recommend

a psychiatric consultation.” 18.57 50.00 17.14 12.86 1.43
6. "Psychiatric consultations for medical or
surgical patients are only rarely helpful.” 0 2.86  10.00 6143 2571
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% of Students

Strongly Strongly
Questions Agree  Agree Neutral Disagree Disagree Missing
Role definition and functioning of psychiatrists
7. "Entering psychiatry is a waste of a medical
education.” 0 2.86 0 4429  52.86
8. "Today's physician does not have time to deal
with patients’ emotional problems.” 0 5.71 286 2714  64.29
9. "With few exceptions, clinical psychologists and
social workers are just as qualified as
psychiatrists to work with emotionally
disturbed persons." 143  10.00 52.86 2857 5.71 1.43
10. "Psychiatrists understand and communicate with :
people better than the average physician.” 1143 3857 3857 8,57 2.86
11, "Psychiatrists are fuzzy thirnkers," 0 143 2571 6000 12.86
12. "Psychiatrists are too frequently apologetic
when teaching psychiatry.” 2.86 1286  24.29  54.29 5.71
13, "Psychiatrists tend to overanalyze human
behavior,” 0 44.29 32.86 20.00 1.43 143

Possible abuses and social eriticisms
14, "Psychiatrists frequently abuse their legal

power to hospitalize patients against their will." 0 571 4286  44.29 429 - 2.86
15. "Psychiatrists spend too much time seeling

patients who don't need their care, while

ignoring the problems of those most in need.’ 0 571 3286 5571 4.29 1.43
16. "On the average, psychiatrists make less
money than other physicians,” 429 2286 4714 2429 1.43
Career and personal rewards
17. "Within medicine, psychiatry has high status.” 143 1143 5857 2571 2.86
18. "Most nonpsychiatric faculty and house staff at
my medical school are critical of psychiatry.” 429 429 4000 3857 1.43 1.43

19. "If a student is interested in psychiatry as a
career, other students or faculty will try to
dissuade him or her," 1.43 714 1286 6286 1571
20, "If a student expresses interest in psychiatry,
he or she risks being associated with a group
of other would—be psychiatrists who are often
seen by others as odd, peculiar or neurotic." 1.43 571 1143 57.14 2286 1.43
21. "Psychiatry is atiractive as a discipline
because it is more intellectually comprehensive
than other medical careers; it involves many
fields of study including biology, psychology,
sociology, history, philosophy and liteature.” 24.29 5857  12.86 2.86 1.43
22. "Psychiatry courses are too easy, they should
be more demanding and on a par with the
difficulty of other courses." 0 11.43 18.57 57.14 11.43 1.43
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