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Abstract

A Qualitative Study of Sexuality in the Lyrics of Korean
Popular Songs
- Focused on 2000~2019 -

Park, Hye-sook
Dept. of Child and Family Welfare
Graduate School, University of Ulsan

Supervisor: Prof. Jung, Min—ja

This study began as there was a need raised for checking the culture and
psychology of sexuality throughout Korean society, as it experiences a new
controversy surrounding sex.

This study would investigate the characteristics of sexuality in the lyrics of
Korean popular songs in the 2000s. Through the results, this study would
emphasize that the individual's healthy sexuality would be important in creating
a smooth interpersonal relationship once again. In addition, this study would
bring into relief the necessity of social purification of sex culture so that sex
can be harmonized in human life beautifully and healthily. Moreover, this study
would provide the baseline material of the education for establishing adolescents’
upright values of sexuality and forming the psychology of sex for the
acquisition of gender sensitivity.

To achieve these purposes, this study conducted an analysis of the contents of
sexuality represented in the lyrics of Korean popular songs, using qualitative
analysis tool, NVivo R1. As for subjects, 600 songs ranked top 30 each year for
20 years from 2000 through 2019 were selected from the chart by period
provided on Melon, an online music streaming website.

The results of this study are summarized as follows.

First, in the characteristics of sexual behavior, for sexual fantasy and desire,
in the expressions of fantasy, there were expressions of fluttering feelings softly
and emotionally alluded to things while in the expressions of desire, there were
active expressions of desire to achieve by revealing one’s desire naturally even
in a short meeting achieved instantly. In the songs sung by female singers as
narrators express their desires carefully, passively, and indirectly while those

sung by male singers as narrators express active and direct sexual behaviors.
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Second, of the characteristics of sexual behavior, in temptation and
pleasure—orientation, raunchy and blatant expressions of sex and the body were
revealed. The songs expressed the ecstatic feeling given by sexual pleasure by
objectifying the body, indulged in pleasure and made bold expressions of making
the listeners naturally imagine sexual intercourse. The songs sung by female
singers as narrators objectified their bodies and expressed their attractiveness
actively. The attractive body acted as competitiveness in achieving their desire
in the expressions. The songs sung by male singers as narrators played with
sexual language, expressed temptation like throwing a joke or objectified the
female body, which made the listeners imagine sexual expressions. Because of
the process of showing sexual behaviors plainly, they consisted of expressions
that indirect stimulated them or made them feel vicarious gratification.

Third, in the characteristics of sexual behavior, affair expressed the emotions
of coping with the situation in which the partner was interested in the other
opposite sex despite they were dating a person or caught for the fact of double
dating. In the songs sung by female singers as narrators, there were
expressions of mixed feelings about the partner’s affair, but most were firm
expressions in which they would never forgive that. On the other hand, in the
songs sung by male singers as narrators, there were expressions of sad feeling
painful and hurt by the partner’'s affair or a passive attitude in which they could
not boldly end the relationship though they were aware of the affair.

Fourth, in the characteristics of sexual attitude, for sex role stereotype, there
were expressions of asking men for responsibility and sense of mission, not to
cry because they were men, not to express their difficulties, and to sacrifice for
the family, instead. On the other hand, there were contents of asking women to
accept the saying that the late marriage is disadvantageous to women, to accept
the customs of the social marriage system and the double standard to ask them
to allow man’s affair but not woman's and only to commit themselves to him
and discriminatory expressions in Wwhich women should be passive and
halfhearted in love and sexual expressions to be sweet-tempered women.

As for the contents that deal with a crack in the gender binary, there were
expressions of the expressions of their attractiveness provocatively and
confidently with sexual appetite and the active exercise of sexual subjectivity.

Fifth, in the characteristics of sexual attitudes, for devotion to the relationship,
the relationship benefit for each partner must be enough to make the
continuation of the relationship worthy to achieve a balance between the

partners. And yet, there were expressions of unequal relationships in which they
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devoted themselves, wishing the maintenance of the relationship, but the value
between the partners does not make a balance but break, so they is not
guaranteed with the partner’s devotion. Toward the late-2000s, in the
expressions of intimacy, there were more contents of expressing temptation and
sexual pleasure than those of devotion to the relationship.

Sixth, to examine changes in sexuality by period from 2000 through 2019, in
the expressions of sexual behaviors and sexual attitudes in the lyrics of Korean
popular songs, starting 2010, the lyrics expressing sexual behaviors outnumbered
those expressing sexual attitudes much. It is inferred that this phenomenon acts
much more strongly that it goes beyond the existing sexual norms, in the
formation of sexuality achieved centering around sexual behaviors. As for the
causes for the change of the characteristics of sexual fantasy, desire, and
pleasure-orientation in the expressions of sexual behaviors from the mid-2000s
to the late-2000s, the strengthening of the function of pleasure of sex in the
expressions of love, changes in the perception of sex, and the femininity
functioning as a sexual subject entering post-modern era.

The formation and development of sexuality in a person are affected by
personal growth and family and social environments. Especially, in adolescents’
digital environment utilizing sound sources, popular songs have powerful
influences. Therefore, it is suggested that studies of sexuality should continue in
the future, considering the ecological systems of parents, school and friends

affecting sexual behaviors and sexual attitudes.
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