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An Approach of Spiritual History to the Whale
Expression of Bangudae Petroglyphs

Hawoo, Rhee(Institute Art prehistoricof Korea)
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<Abstract>

There are many things that make Bangudae petroglyphs valuable. However,
except for whales found to be 57 points, it is virtually difficult to find what looks
clear. This article aims to examine the spiritual phenomena of whale expression.
Through it, we will be able to learn one of the ritual elements of Bangudae
petroglyphs and its contents.

The well-represented part of the Bangudae petroglyphs is a group of whales
related to whale hunting. Through its analysis, we can understand that their
whaling group wanted to wash away the Karma of murder caused by hunting and
embody the so-called cosmic circular order seen by prehistoric people here for
the purpose of consolation, return, and regeneration of the whale souls sacrificed
to them. The Bangudae petroglyphs with such spirit are a place of great

significance as a complex ritual space.
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