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Abstract

Aesthetics of Difference in Modernism
through The Philosophy of Wonhyo's Tongseob(Gg#&)

Seo, Kang-Hyeonjin
Department of Philosophy
The Graduate School of Ulsan University

A few years ago, there was an incident in which Lee Gu-young’s <Dirty Sleep>
was damaged by the public and certain groups, and the exhibition was stopped.
<Dirty Sleep> was a work that contained a critical message about the controversy
over the state administration of Park Geun-hye regime at that time. However, the
researcher who encountered the phenomenon that caused conflict because the
interpretation of this work was sharply diverged, wondered why this phenomenon
occurred. In addition, recalling Manet’s <Olympia>, which was borrowed from
<Dirty Sleep»>, I witnessed that modernism, which the followers of postmodernism
declared that it had already ended by postmodernism, was still being reproduced.
Therefore, in this thesis, I felt the need to find out whether art, which should be
respected for various and unique expressions, misled the artistic truth by a group
who fell into the identity hallucination, and the exhibition was even stopped by
physical violence. I introduced Wonhyo's Tongseop thought as a way to solve
these problems and find and correct the cause.

As a study method for this, first, I study modernist art presented in <Dirty
Sleepy. I analyze the background and causes of the birth of modernist art, which
occurred from the 19th to the early 20th century, to find out the differences from
the existing traditional art. I examine the conflicts and problems, using the work
as an example, how the attempts in the process of dismantling traditional customs
were evaluated, talked about, and understood by critics and the public who turned
into power class today. Second, I re-examine the process that modernist art born
by repulsion and separation from the traditional art trend was obscured by
postmodernism. As a method for re-examination, [ analyze the background of the
emergence of postmodernism and the relationship between modernism through the
opinions of art experts and previous studies. And [ reinterpreted the interpretation
of modernism by substituting the principle of Wonhyo's Tongseop Philosophy. In
this process, the role of the systems and structures contained in the Tongseop
Philosophy leads to openness and acceptance to the differences between
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mainstream and non-mainstream beyond the understanding of superficial and
one-dimensional visual language. Third, in the modernism art reinterpreted by
Wonhyo’s perspective, I confirm the reason and value of its existence and present
‘the understanding possibility as difference aesthetics’ for modernism.

TongseopG@##) in this study differs from the previous studies of Edward Wilson
and Professor Choi Jae-cheon’s Tongseop(#%i#&, Consilience -The Unity of
Knowledge) in Chinese characters, and the meaning and its implications. Wilson’s
and Choi Jae-cheon’s Tongseop, widely talked about in the existing academic
world, has the meaning of integrating and combining all contents into one. On the
other hand, Wonhyo's Tongseop(G&E##) focuses on the insights that differences can
coexist as they are and form reciprocal relationships, and healing the mutually
exclusive and violent relations between groups distorted by the language system
through the insight. It is not meant to be incorporated or integrated by hierarchy.

Wonhyo’ s Tongseop principle is “the fundamental insight on difference
problem” and Park Tae-won sees this as Tongseop philosophy that fundamentally
enables ‘'mutual opennessG@) and mutual acceptance(3) of differences’. Therefore,
this study is an attempt to re-interpret modernism art using the principles of
Wonhyo's Tongseop philosophy as a medium by Tongseop based on Park
Tae-won’s interpretation.

Tongseop philosophy notes that the interpretation system through language in
the structure of human society is distorted as it is influenced by vested powers or
mainstreams. The distortion and contamination phenomenon of the differences on
which was reflected by Wonhyo is also witnessed in art made up of visual
language. As artistic differences are interpreted and evaluated by the powers of
the mainstream and experts who dominate the art market, it is difficult to
properly evaluate the differences in their original forms “as they are” . Then,
Wonhyo pays attention to the source of power to break the hallucinatory thoughts
caused by the distortion of differences and identity with the Tongseop philosophy.

Systems such as Wonhyo's Hwajaeng(#1z#), One Mind(—1»), and Gak(&
Enlightenment) thoughts play this function and role. For the meaning and role of
these thoughts, [ review the circulation structure of meanings presented in
Wonhyo’s [Geumgang Sammaekyung Theory] and Park Tae-won’s [Wonhyo's
Hwajaeng PhilosophyJ to understand the system of Tongseop thought.

As a result of the study, it was confirmed that modernism art, read as Tongseop
attitude, has the power to dissolve distortions caused by identity hallucination of
vested powers. It is found that the power of modernism art, as 'the aesthetics of
difference’, shows the same courage and power as Sigak(#4% Beginning
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Enlightenment) that breaks the state of Bulgak(1~& No Enlightenment) that
Wonhyo’s Tongseop philosophy did not realize. Also, by approaching modernism
art, which was already evaluated as a dead trend by postmodernism, as a system
of Tongseop, it was recognized that modernism still exerts an influential value. In
addition, it was confirmed that modernism art forms have been developed in
various forms and are continuously pouring out in the 21st century. That is why,
moreover, postmodernism seems to have failled to draw a clear line of
disconnection and change from modernism. The fact that the era of modernism is
not over, and modernism is transforming and growing is to shake the justification
for the existence of postmodernism. Eventually, the present progression of
modernism through the Tongseop philosophy has become to reveal the self-denial
of postmodernism, and it indicates that postmodernism without substance is a
transformed form of modernism. Postmodernism needs the courage of Tongseop
not to grasp the trend of art for their own existence right now in order to escape
from self-denial. Postmodernism is reinforcing and brightening its existence as
similar but different expressions, away from the attitude of disconnection and
denial with modernism. It is confirmed that modernism viewed through Tongseop
philosophy sees postmodernism as it is and has the power to embrace it each
other.

As such, Wonhyo's Tongseop philosophy showed the possibility as a universal
philosophy necessary to provide the power to unfold a new chapter in art by
reinterpreting modernism and benefiting each of them at the same time. Also, I
re-examined the value of modernism art by drawing out “Difference
Aesthetics” through reinterpretation of modernism art from Wonhyo's perspective.

In modern times, numerous forms of unique art works are being published.
Today, the form of art goes through postmodernism, beyond modernism, and
rejects existing forms under another name. In the field of art, where creative
work activities must be carried out in various forms, work like making a new
standard of industrial products has been done. Therefore, this study attempted to
rediscover the true face of modernism, whose existence was erased by
postmodernism, and read its value through Tongseop philosophy to reestablish
aesthetic value.

And, I examined with Wonhyo’s philosophy that art reading through language can
be distorted and interpreted by the mainstream and vested powers. Thus, by
illuminating the development of modernism art with the “reflection of Wonhyo's
Tongseop philosophy on difference” as a mirror, 1 was able to discover the
aspects and meaning of “Difference Aesthetics” of modernism art. This
approach, first attempted in aesthetics, is to highlight a new meaning not only for
modernism art but also for general art. It also confirms that dialogue between
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Wonhyo’s Tongseop philosophy and art can be very beneficial to each other. It is
expected that exploration of Wonhyo’s Tongseop thought can be a turning point
that can constitute an academic system called 'Difference Aesthetics’ by fusion
with aesthetic inquiry to understand and read art.

Key words: Won Hyo (jtE%), Tongseop GEiE), Hwajaeng (F05%), One Mind (—.»),
Gak(#, enlightenment) thought, Bulgak(~&, no enlightenment),
Sigak(#4%, beginning enlightenment), Yeongi(##2, dependent
origination), Difference Aesthetics, Huiron(g%s®), identity hallucination,
modernism.
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