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Abstract
The Study on Laozi's Social

and Political Ideas

Kang Dae Yong
Department of Philosophy
Graduate School, University Of Ulsan

Laozi, born in Chu, is one of the representative Chinese philosophers. His ideas
were strongly influenced by the conquest war that occurred in Chu and the
surrounding states. The opposition to the “way of the closed fist” gained an
increasing number of supporters, and this atmosphere was very influential on
Laozi’s ideas.

Laozi's basic thought can be summarized by Tao and Te. According to Laozi,
this world is changing, and there is a necessary course to that change. This is
called Tao, that is, way. In this regard, Tao refers to objective necessity and a
natural trend. If something is objective, it has nothing to do with the perceiver.
The phenomenal world contains a necessary trend that proceeds on its own.
This 1s Tao. Tao is ability, power, and characteristic. When a man understands
Tao, he has the ability of Tao.

Laozi saw the world in terms of Tao and phenomenon. This can be expressed
as the opposition between namelessness and “namedness”’, or between having
no desire and having desire. Tao corresponds to namelessness and having no
desire. In the other world, Tao has neither name nor desire. However, the
phenomenal world is the world of namedness and desires. This world is named
and is the object of desire.

Tae — Namelessness — Nothing: Namelessness means having no name.
Specifically, namelessness 1s the removal of a name. Here, names are a
measure of defining phenomena and things. Since phenomenal things are
definitively defined, they can be named. Tao is the opposite. Tao is undefined
and is possibility and the power of change.

Laozi described Tao as the Valley Spirit, the mysterious female or the log
timber. The mountain top shines above all things, but it cannot make living
things grow. On the other hand, a valley is an inconspicuous, recessed place,
but it 1s also the cradle of all living things. Both the Valley Spirit and the
mysterious female are metaphors for a female reproductive organ. These
expressions commonly convey that Tao has the power of producing everything
in the world.

Timber from a log has not been processed. It is a raw material and has not
been defined. Timber from a log 1s a metaphor for the original state of
sovereignty. The undefined thing produces everything. It is similar to timber
from a log that has not been processed.

Laozi inverted common concepts. He pushed his inversion of concepts to the
limits. This practice led to the logic of “the coexistence of opposing parties.”
Everything in the world has both sides. Grasping opposing parties, that is, A
and T A is essential to living well.

Laozi described his ideal state as a small country with a small population. He
argued that we can solve the problems of cultivation by returning to a small
country with a small population.

The key concepts of Laozi’s political theory are the log timber and the vessel.
The log timber is a raw material. Furniture is made by processing its timber.
This i1s the relationship between materials and products. Laozi explained the
structure of a state by using this relationship. The raw material of a state is
the power of a monarch or sovereignty. Administrative offices and officers are
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described as vessels because they contain sovereignty. Thus, Laozi used the
metaphors of the log timber and the vessel to explain the relationship between
a state and sovereignty.

Laozi described the power of a state by using a spiritual vessel and a sharp
tool. Why does he think that the state’s power is spiritual and sharp? It is
because a king becomes what he i1s when he owns sovereignty. The primary
meaning of a sharp tool is the supreme power of the state (sovereignty and
royal authority). Also, a sharp tool is the whole social system, including all the
ruling systems, regulations, orders, punishments, and laws.

Laozi thought that the politics of Tao was “Doing nothing and doing for
oneself”, and he emphasized rule without rule. “Doing nothing and doing for
oneself” is one of the key points of politics. This concept emphasizes the
importance of obeying Tao, that is, the objective trend (nature, doing for
oneself), while abandoning subjective desire and will.

“Log timber” is one of Laozi's key concepts. It has two meanings. First, timber
symbolizes apeiron, the potentiality of change, freedom, and ability. This 1s a
metaphor for the sovereignty of a king. The king distributes the sovereignty to
organize offices and ranks. A state system is thus arranged. Second, the log
timber connotes simplicity or a primitive nature, which is not defined.

When Laozi said politics makes people ignorant, he meant the ruling of people
makes them ignorant. In other words, the state of having no desire and no
knowledge is realized in people. This is happiness for common people.

Laozi put a special emphasis on the art of living. It is equivalent to the
discipline of kingship. The thing that is called “the art of living” for common
people is “the discipline of kingship” for a monarch. Laozi was very interested
in the art of living, and his words concentrate on the discipline of kinship.
“Sovereignty” is the supreme power of a king. This is the ultimate driving force
of organizing and managing a state. Government offices or institutions are made
by distributing the king’s sovereignty. Offices and officers receive parts of the
sovereignty. On the other hand, sovereignty, that is, supreme authority, is the
state of being undistributed and unprocessed (log timber) or the state of chaos.
It is a raw material like log timber. All organizations and institutions are made
from this material. Such a raw material, of which everything will be made, has
not been cut or processed yet. “The great tailor does not cut”. “This block is
cut into implements”. The king’s sovereignty is a material and thus, potentiality.
Laozi recommended that a king should practice “to embrace opponents into
one.” In the expression “bringing opposites into one,” “one” implies two things.
Since there are two different things, it is necessary to turn them into one.
Laozi regarded the phenomenal world as changing. Accordingly, he warned
against missing either A or ~ A. It is necessary to see both of them and grasp
totality. This i1s equivalent to embracing them as one. We can consider two
expressions “embracing opponents as one’ and “obtaining oneness.” This is
very important to a king and is the essence of the discipline of kingship.

The normal and the anomalous represent the difference between inside and
outside. When an army 1s organized and ruled, that is, embraced, the right way
should be applied. Rightness consists of immutable regulations, laws, etc. On the
other hand, any attacks on enemies should be changeable. The anomalous
refers to such an arbitrary change.

When Laozi mentioned “softening the glare and unifying with dust”,
“actualization of her luminosity”’, and “attaining oneness in the dark, he
emphasized hidden wisdom. These expressions convey the necessity of
refraining from and minimizing the use of power, symbolizing feminine
characteristics. When kings exercised their power, the problems often became
more serious instead of being resolved. “Softening the glare and unifying with
dust” recommends hiding the glare of wisdom and becoming dust. Glaring is
equivalent to distinguishing oneself from other things. If a man shows off his
wisdom, he cannot easily use it. It is because everyone becomes cautious in the
face of wisdom. “Actualization of her luminosity” is a bright wisdom that is
hidden beneath cloth. “Softening the glare and unifying with dust”, “Actualization
of her luminosity”, and “Attaining oneness in the dark” do not assume the
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dichotomy of good and bad. If the moral (ethic) of good and bad is adopted,
then people have to be classified into two groups: one is to be saved and the
other deserted. Laozi's concepts of “Softening the glare and unifying with dust”,
“Actualization of her luminosity”, and “Attaining oneness in the dark” all aim to
save everyone.

- 117 -



	1. 들어가는 말         
	1.1. 노자에 대한 일반적 이미지      
	1.2. 노자 - 철저한 현실주의자      
	1.3. 공자와 노자의 사고 방식             
	1.4. 지역에 따른 기질적 차이             
	1.5. 정치 사상                
	1.6. 선행 연구 반성        
	1.7. 중요성, 활용 방안       

	2. 노자(老子)에 대해서              
	2.1. ‘노자’라는 사람        
	2.2. 『노자』라는 책       
	2.3. 도가의 적 배경과 흐름     

	3. 노자의 기본 사상       
	3.1. 道와 德        
	3.2. 도와 현상               
	3.3. 도와 언어 표현 방법      
	3.4. 道와 無名 - 무규정      
	3.5. 도의 이미지 - 곡신(谷神), 박(樸)    
	3.6. 덕(德)의 개념       
	3.7. 대립자의 공존       

	4. 노자의 국가론       
	4.1. 소국과민(小國寡民)과 퇴보 사관    
	4.2. 통나무(樸)와 그릇(器)      
	4.3. 전쟁이론       

	5. 정치사상        
	5.1. 『노자』에 대한 시각 - 양생술과 통치론    
	5.2. 도에 의한 정치 - 무위(無爲)의 정치    
	5.3. 우민(愚民) 정치        

	6. 제왕학        
	6.1. 군주권의 본질       
	6.2. 포일(抱一) 사상       
	6.3. 노자의 통치론       
	6.4. 정(正)과 기(奇)의 사상      
	6.5. 숨겨 놓은 지혜       

	- 화광동진(和光同塵), 습명(襲明),
	7. 맺는 말        
	참고문헌        


<startpage>11
1. 들어가는 말          1
 1.1. 노자에 대한 일반적 이미지       1
 1.2. 노자 - 철저한 현실주의자       1
 1.3. 공자와 노자의 사고 방식              2
 1.4. 지역에 따른 기질적 차이              2
 1.5. 정치 사상                 3
 1.6. 선행 연구 반성         4
 1.7. 중요성, 활용 방안        4
2. 노자(老子)에 대해서               6
 2.1. ‘노자’라는 사람         6
 2.2. 『노자』라는 책        11
 2.3. 도가의 적 배경과 흐름      19
3. 노자의 기본 사상        28
 3.1. 道와 德         28
 3.2. 도와 현상                34
 3.3. 도와 언어 표현 방법       39
 3.4. 道와 無名 - 무규정       40
 3.5. 도의 이미지 - 곡신(谷神), 박(樸)     44
 3.6. 덕(德)의 개념        45
 3.7. 대립자의 공존        48
4. 노자의 국가론        52
 4.1. 소국과민(小國寡民)과 퇴보 사관     52
 4.2. 통나무(樸)와 그릇(器)       65
 4.3. 전쟁이론        64
5. 정치사상         70
 5.1. 『노자』에 대한 시각 - 양생술과 통치론     70
 5.2. 도에 의한 정치 - 무위(無爲)의 정치     17
 5.3. 우민(愚民) 정치         7
6. 제왕학         81
 6.1. 군주권의 본질        81
 6.2. 포일(抱一) 사상        81
 6.3. 노자의 통치론        88
 6.4. 정(正)과 기(奇)의 사상       29
 6.5. 숨겨 놓은 지혜        97
- 화광동진(和光同塵), 습명(襲明), 현동(玄同)사상
7. 맺는 말         110
참고문헌         114
</body>

