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Abstract

The effect of Multicultural Family Parent—-child Relationship
on Self-esteem in Children in Upper Grades of Elementary
School

- Mediating Effect of Communication-

Park Hyejin
Department of Child and Family Welfare
Graduate School, University of Ulsan

Superviser: Professor Jung Minja

This study would investigate the relationships among three variables by
empirically verifying the mediating effect of communication in the relationship
between multicultural family parent-child relationship and self-esteem in the
children in upper grades of elementary school. Through this, this study would
present the necessity of positive parent—child relationship and communication in
the formation of the children’s high self-esteem, recognizing the importance of
the formation of the multicultural family children’s self-esteem and the baseline
data for the development of a program for the enhancement of multicultural
family parent—child relationship and communication for this purpose.

For this purpose, this study collected data, using ‘the parent-child relationship
scale’, ‘the child’s self-esteem scale’ and ‘the communication type scale’ with 118
multicultural family students in the fourth, fifth and sixth grades of elementary
school, who were residing in U. City. With the collected data, using SPSS 26.0
statistical software. Correlation analysis, multiple regression analysis and
hierarchical regression analysis were conducted.

The research results verified in this study are summarized as follows:
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First, as a result of an analysis of the relationship between the multicultural
family parent—child relationship and self-esteem in the children in upper grades
of elementary school, the higher the score of the multicultural family
parent—child relationship, the higher the children’s self-esteem became. In other
words, the better the parent-child relationship, the more positive the formation
of the children’s self-esteem becomes.

Second, as a result of an analysis, dividing the relationship between
multicultural family parent-child relationship and communication into open
communication and problematic communication, the better the father—child
relationship, the more open the children’s perceived parent-child communication
becomes, and the lower the score of the parent—child relationship, the more
problematic the parent—child communication becomes. In other words, if the
multicultural family parent-child relationship is good, the children exchange
accurate messages not contradicting with parents and make functional
communication in which they do not feel suppression in their interaction with
parents and freely express facts and emotions.

Third, this study examined the relationship between the multicultural family
parent—child communication type and self-esteem in the children in the upper
grades of elementary school. As a result, it is interpreted that, when open
communication is made with multicultural family parents, in which the children
do not feel suppression and can express their opinion clearly out of free
emotions, the multicultural family children’s self-esteem is positively formed, and
if their interaction is negative in their communication with parents, or if they
make problematic communication, which i1s not smooth, the multicultural family
children’s self-esteem is low.

Fourth, it turned out that multicultural family parent—child communication had
a mediating effect in the relationship between parent—child relationship and
self-esteem in the children in upper grades of elementary school, and it was a
partial mediating effect. It is found that the better the multicultural family

parent—child relationship, the more open the communication becomes, and that
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the open communication can form positive self-esteem in the multicultural family
children. In other words, the multicultural family parent—child relationship affects
communication and has a greater influence on the formation of self-esteem in
the multicultural family children in upper grades of elementary school through
the communication.

Like this, this study was conducted to understand the path of the impacts of
the multicultural family parent—-child relationship and communication on
self-esteem in the children in upper grades of elementary school. This study has
significance in that it comprehensively investigated the impacts of the
parent—-child relationship and communication on self-esteem in the multicultural
family children in upper grades of elementary school. In addition, this study also
has significance in that it found that multicultural family parent—child
relationship affects communication and that it found out the importance of
multicultural family parent-child relationship as it has a greater influence on the
formation of self-esteem in the multicultural family children in upper grades of

elementary school through the communication.

Key words: Multicultural family children, Self-esteem, Parent—child relationship,

Communication
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