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Abstract

The Effects of Children’s Peer Play Interaction,
Classroom Environment and Parenting Behavior

in the Learning preparation

Jeong, Hye—eun
Department of Child and Family Welfare

University of Ulsan

The purpose of this study is to examine the relative effects of interactive peer
play, classroom environment and parents parenting behavior on learning readiness

of 6 years old infants. To this end, it raised the following questions.

1. What about the general tendency of interactive peer play, classroom
environment, parents’ parenting behavior and learning readiness?

2. What is the relationship among interactive peer play, classroom environment,
parents’ parenting behavior and learning readiness?

3. What relative effects do interactive peer play, classroom environment, parents’

parenting behavior have on learning readiness?

This study used the PSKC(Panel Study of Korean Children, the 7th year(2014))
conducted by KICCE, for the analysis. It analyzed the data of the subjects
including 1,041 six years old infants who participated in the study in the 7th year,
their teachers and parents. The interactive peer play was measured based on the
scale which the researchers of PSKC created by correcting the PIPPS(Penn
Interactive Peer Play Scale) developed by Fantuzzo et al.(1998), and on which they
conducted a preliminary extermination. The classroom environment was measured
by using the scale developed by KICCE, while the parents’ parenting behavior was
measured by using the scale which the researchers of KICCE created by

referencing to the study of Jo Bokhui et al.(1999). The learning readiness was
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measured by using the scale which the researchers of KICCE created by
translating the tool of Murphey and Burns(2002), and on which they conducted a
preliminary extermination. The descriptive statistic, reliability and Pearson’s
correlation analysis, and independent sample t-test were conducted by using
SPSS 26.0. In addition, a multiple regression analysis was conducted to examine
the relative effects of the interactive peer play, classroom environment and parents’
parenting behavior on the learning readiness. The findings can be summarized:

First, the general tendency of interactive peer play, classroom environment,
parents’ parenting behavior and learning readiness was examined to show that the
average of play interaction was highest, followed by that of play disturbance and
then, that of play discontinuity, for interactive peer play; the average of play
interaction of girls was higher than that of boys, while that of play disturbance of
boys was higher than that of girls, for the difference depending on gender; the
average of mothers’ warm parenting behavior was highest, followed by that of
fathers’ warm parenting behavior, and then, that of mothers’ controlling parenting
behavior and that of fathers’ controlling parenting behavior, for parents’ parenting
behavior; the average of cognitive development and general knowledge was
highest, followed by that of communication, that of social/emotional development
and that of attitudes toward learning, for the learning readiness. The difference
depending on gender was analyzed to show that the average of all sub—factors
was higher for girls than for boys.

Second, the correlation among interactive peer play, classroom environment,
parents’ parenting behavior and learning readiness was analyzed to show the
positive correlations between the whole interactive peer play and the learning
readiness and between the play interaction and the learning readiness; the negative
correlations between the play disturbance and the learning readiness and between
the play discontinuity and the learning readiness; the positive correlations between
the classroom environment and the learning readiness, between mothers’ warm
parenting behavior and the learning readiness, and between fathers’ warm
parenting behavior and the learning readiness; and no significant correlations
between mothers’ controlling parenting behavior and the learning readiness and
between fathers’ controlling parenting behavior and the learning readiness.

Third, the relative effects of interactive peer play, classroom environment,
parents’ parenting behavior on learning readiness was examined to show that the

learning readiness was most significantly affected by the interactive peer play,
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followed by the classroom environment, and then, mothers’ warm parenting
behavior and fathers’ warm parenting behavior; the social/emotional development
was most  significantly affected by the play interaction, followed by the play
discontinuity, and then, the play disturbance, the classroom environment, mothers’
warm parenting behavior and mothers’ controlling parenting behavior; the attitudes
toward learning was most significantly affected by the play interaction, followed
by the play discontinuity, and then, play disturbance, classroom environment,
mothers’ warm parenting behavior and fathers’ warm parenting behavior; the
communication was most significantly affected by the play interaction, followed by
the play discontinuity, and then, play disturbance, classroom environment and
fathers’ warm parenting behavior; the cognitive development and general
knowledge were most significantly affected by the play interaction, followed by the
play discontinuity, and then, classroom environment and fathers’ warm parenting
behavior. From the findings, it was found that the interactive peer play, the
classroom environment and the parents’ warm parenting behavior have significant
effects on the learning readiness. In addition, the fathers’ warm parenting behavior
has a direct effect on the communication and the cognitive development and
general knowledge.

The findings showed that the interactive peer play, the classroom environment
and the parents’ warm parenting behavior have direct/indirect effects on the
learning readiness. Different from previous research, this study has an implication,
in that it verified the effects of each variable and the classroom environment on
the learning readiness. The classroom environment has a direct/indirect effect on
not only the learning readiness but also the interactive peer play, so a further
study on the relationship between the classroom environment and infants’

environmental variables 1s expected to be conducted.

Key words: interactive peer play, classroom environment, parents’ parenting

behavior, learning readiness
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